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were as painstakingly true) reported 300 quakes for the period
of 1905-1907 alone. The next year, 1908, Messina was com-
pletely destroyed. If you want a few vital statistics (and mere
figures are often infinitely more eloquent than pages of print)
here is the record for the island of Ischia, situated just opposite
Capri.
That island alone suffered from earthquakes in 1228,1302,1762,
1796, 1805, 1812, 1827,1828, 1834, 1841, 1851, 1852, 1863, 1864,
1867,1874,1875,1880, 1881,1883, etc., etc.
As a result of these millions of years of volcanic eruptions,
enormous tracts of Italian land got gradually covered with thick
layers of tufa or tuff, a soft sort of rock composed of volcanic ash,
thrown up by craters when in a state of violent eruption. These
layers of tufa are very porous and they have a very decided in-
fluence upon the landscape of the entire peninsula. Some of those
tufa fields cover areas of not less than 4000 square miles, and the
classical seven hills of Rome were really nothing but heaps of
hardened volcanic ash.
But there are other geological developments, also the result of
prehistoric upheavals, which make the soil of Italy so treacherous.
The Apennines, which run the entire length Ojf the peninsula,
dividing it nearly into halves, are for a great part composed of
limestone, a sofHsh substance which lies on top of the older and
harder rock formations. This limestone is apt to slide. The
ancient Italians were so thoroughly familiar with this fact that
even in the absence of volcanic upheavals they used to inspect
the boundary lines of every large country estate once in twenty
years to see whether the stone marks, indicating where one man's
property ended and another man's began, were still in their cor-
rect position. And the modern Italians are made to realize this
* sliding process' of their soil (and in a very costly and painful
way) every time a railway is pushed out of shape or a road is
squashed to pieces or another village is rolled down the embank-
ment of a lovely green mountain.
When you visit Italy you will be surprised at the large number
of towns perched on the tops of high hills. The usual explanation
is that the original inhabitants fled to those eagles* nests for